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COURSE TITLE: GENERAL OVERVIEW OF THE BOOK OF REVELATION
1. MEANING, AUTHORSHIP AND PURPOSE
a] MEANING

The book of Revelation is also referred to as: The Revelation of Jesus Christ. The English title “Revelation” comes from the first word of the book in Greek. That word is “apocalypses” which means the “unveiling of something previously unrevealed.” In other words, Revelation refers to an unveiling or exposure of God’s program for the world through Christ. In this book, Christ and His eternal programs are fully revealed, so that the book provides a fitting capstone to the New Testament revelation.

b] AUTHORSHIP AND DATE
This book was written by Apostle John at about AD 95, from Patmos Island [Rev. 1 v 9, 11; 19 v 9 and 22 v 9]. The book was originally addressed to the seven churches in Asia [as at that time], but now, primarily written to all believers everywhere or around the globe.
c] PURPOSE
The primary purpose of the book of Revelation is to reveal the full identity of Christ and to give warning and hope to all believers. In a nutshell, this book could be described as a book of hope, warning, comfort and challenges. 
John, the beloved Apostle and an eye witness of Jesus, proclaimed while writing this book that: the victorious Lord would surely return to vindicate the righteous and judge the wicked. As things were not as they should have been in the churches then Christ called the members to committing themselves to live in righteousness.

Although Jesus gave the revelation of himself to John nearly 2000 years ago, it still stands as a comfort and challenge to God’s people today. We as believers can take heart as we understand John’s vision of hope – CHRIST will return to rescue His people and settle accounts with all who defy Him and His instructions.
2. INTRODUCTION AND RELEVANCE

a] INTRODUCTION

 As outside persecution against Christians increased, the first century church also faced internal problems. They struggled with suffering, spiritual warfare, heretical doctrine/practice and spiritual apathy. Christ has promised to return – but when? and How? What would Christ do about the problems facing the church when He did come back?

Confronted with these circumstances the original readers of Revelation needed to be both encouraged and exhorted. On the one hand, Revelation was intended to be a promise of divine protection from God’s judgment on the world. On the other hand, those who read the Book were to take it to heart and obey, worship fully standing for the word of God, and the testimony of Jesus, as the Apostle John had. In recording the Revelation of Christ Jesus, John wanted to reassure his readers that Jesus Christ controls the course and climax of history.
God’s overriding purpose in all of history is the establishment of the promised messianic kingdom. Associated with this ultimate divine objective is the opportunity for believers to persevere by faith in a life of obedience. The prospect for these over comers or victors [YOU & I] is the destiny of reigning with Christ as co-heirs in His kingdom, AMEN.

b] RELEVANCE
The book titles itself: The Revelation of Jesus Christ [Rev. 1 v 1]. Christ is pictured as the glorified son of man Rev. 1 v 12-16; the Lion of Judah Rev. 5 v 5; the worthy lamb Rev. 5 v 8-13; the son who will rule all Rev. 12 v 5; the Bridegroom Rev. 19 v 7-9; the conquering king of kings and the Lord of lords Rev. 19 v 16 and the rightful Ruler of His earthly Rev. 20 v 4-6 and eternal Rev. 22 v 1, 3 kingdoms.
The book of Revelation details Christ’s directions to the churches [Rev. 2, Rev. 3] and describes the “wrath of the lamb” [Rev. 6 v 16] His judgments on the sinful world [Rev. 6, 8, 9, 14; 16-18]; prior to His second coming [Rev. 19 v 11-21]. This focus on the end time is completed by a brief description of the Lord’s thousand year reign [Rev. 20 v 2-6], His judgment of the entire existing created order [Rev. 20 v 4, 11-15], and His eternal rule [Rev. 21 v 1, Rev. 22 v 5].
3. SPECIAL AND KEY FEATURES

The Book of Revelation is written in “apocalyptic form” that is, it is principally prophetical. Written during a time of persecution, this book abounds with visions [similar to Daniel and Zachariah] and the style is generally figurative and symbolic. In other words, the events as reported in this book are ordered according to literacy rather than strictly chronological patterns [Daniel 5 v 30, 7 v 1].
Another distinctive feature is the frequent use of the number seven [7] which occurs about fifty-two [52] times in the chapter as outlined: [1] seven churches [Rev. 1 v4, 11]; [2] seven candlesticks [Rev. 1 v 12-13]; [3] seven stars [Rev. 1 v 16]; [4] seven spirits [Rev. 1 v 4, 4 v 5, 5 v 6]; [ 5] seven seals [Rev. 5 v 1]; [6] seven horns [Rev. 5 v 6]; [7] seven eyes [Rev. 5 v 6]; [8] seven trumpets [Rev. 8 v 2]; [9] seven thunders [Rev. 10 v 3]; [10] seven heads [Rev. 12 v 3, 13 v 1]; [11] seven crowns [Rev. 12 v 37]; [12] seven angels [Rev. 15 v 6]; [13] seven bowls or vials [Rev. 15 v 7]; [14] seven mountains [Rev. 17 v 19]; [15] seven plagues [Rev. 15 v 6] and [16] seven kings [Rev. 17 v 10].
CONCLUSION

As we begin to study this book of Revelation of Christ and marvel on God’s revealed plan, let us listen carefully to Christ’s instructions as He warns the church [YOU AND I] and root out any sin that blocks our relationship with Him. Let us be full of hope, knowing that God is in control. CHRIST’S VICTORY IS ASSURED, AND ALL WHO TRUST HIM WILL BE SAVED.
NB: Bible Study is on Wednesday’s, from 7pm-9pm. Remain blessed as you come in Jesus Name.

