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COURSE TITLE:  A JOURNEY THROUGH THE BOOK OF REVELATION
SUMMARY OF THE ENTIRE BOOK – A SMART GUIDE
Revelation is a complex book [like the book of Daniel] and it has baffled readers and interpreters for centuries. Revelation is also a book about the future and about the present. The book offers future hope to all believers, especially those who have suffered for their faith, by proclaiming Christ’s final victory over evil and the reality of eternal life. Revelation is also a book of prophecy, that is, both prediction/foretelling future events and proclamation [preaching about who God is and what He will do].

As we begin with the study of this book, it is very important to emphasize that we could avoid a great deal of confusion and controversies by understanding the literary structure of the book. Overall, this book contains a beautiful promise for those who listen to His word [the word of God] and do what it says.
A brief summary of the entire chapters are outlined below. In Chapter One, John relates the circumstances that led to the writing of this book [Revelation 1 v 1-20].

In chapters two and three, Jesus gave special messages to the seven churches of Asia Minor [Rev. 2 v 1-3; Rev. 2 v 5-29].

Chapter four gave a picture of how John was suddenly caught up into heaven, where he sees a vision of God Almighty on his throne, and all of Christ’s followers and the heavenly angels worshipping God [Rev. 4 v 1-11].

In chapter five, John watches as God gives a scroll with seven seals to the worthy lamb – Jesus Christ [Rev. 5 v 1-14]. The lamb begins to open the seals one by one. As each seal is opened, a new vision appears.

As the first four seals are opened, riders appear on horses of different colors – war, famine diseases and death are in their path [Rev. 6 v 1-8]. As the fifth seal is opened, John saw those in heaven who have been martyred for their faith in Christ [Rev. 6 v 9-11]. 

A set of contrasting images appear at the opening of the sixth seal. On one side, there is a huge earthquake, stars falling from the sky, and the sky rolling up like a scroll [Rev. 6 v 12-17].
On the other side, multitudes are before the great throne, worshipping and praising God and the lamb [Rev. 7 v 1-17].
 Finally, the seventh seal is opened [Rev. 8 v 1-5], unveiling a series of God’s judgments announced by seven angels with seven trumpets. The first four angels’ bring hail, fire, a burning mountain, and a falling star – the sun and the moon are darkened [Rev. 8 v 6-13]. 
The fifth trumpet announces the coming of locusts with the power of sting [Rev. 9 v 1-12]. The sixth trumpet heralds the coming of an army of warriors on horses [Rev. 9 v 13-21]. In chapter 10 v 1-11, John was given a little book to eat. Following this, John was commanded to measure the temple of God [Rev. 11 v 1-2]. John sees two witnesses who proclaim God’s judgments on the earth for three and a half years [Rev. 11 v 3-14].
The seventh trumpet finally sounds, calling the rival forces of good and evil to the final battle. On one side is Satan and his forces; while on the other side stands Jesus Christ with his forces [Rev. 11 v 15 – Rev. 13 v 18]. In the midst of this call to battle, John sees three angels, announcing the final judgment [Rev. 14 v 6-13]. Two angels begin to reap this harvest of judgment on the earth [Rev. 14 v 14-20]. Following on the heels of these two angels are seven more angels who pour out God’s judgment on the earth from seven bowls [Rev. 15 v 1-16]. One of these angels from the group of seven reveals to John a vision of a great harlot called Babylon [symbolizing the Roman Empire] riding a scarlet beast [Rev. 17 v 1-18]. After the defeat of Babylon [Rev. 18 v 1-24], a great multitude in heaven shouts praise unto God for His mighty victory [Rev. 19 v 1-10].
The final three chapters of the book of Revelation catalogue the events that finalize Christ’s victory over the enemy – Satan’s 1000years imprisonment [Rev. 20 v 1-10], the final judgment [Rev. 20 v 11-15], and the creation of a new earth and a New Jerusalem [Rev. 21 v 1-22]. An angel then gives John final instructions concerning the visions John has seen and what to do once he has written them all down [Rev. 22 v 7-11].
Revelation concludes with the promise of Christ’s soon return, an offer to drink of the water of life that flows through the great street of the New Jerusalem, and a warning to those who read the book [Rev. 22 v 12-21].

As we begin to study the book of Revelation, we used to marvel at God’s grace in the salvation of the saints and His power over the evil forces of Satan. We must be rest assured and remember the hope of the victory to come and may we pray with John for Jesus to come [Rev. 22 v 20]. 
1:1 Revelation means the unveiling or disclosure of something previously unrevealed. Revelation also refers to an exposure of God’s program for the world through Christ. The Revelation of Jesus Christ [Rev. 1:1] means it comes from Christ and it is about Christ. Since Christ is the revelation of God Himself [John 1 v 18], God gave the revelation to Christ to be shown to John by means of an angelic messenger.
This book is about the future and the present. It offers future hope to believers, especially those who have suffered for their faith by proclaiming Christ’s final victory over evil and the reality of eternal life with Him. This book gives present guidance as it teaches us about Jesus Christ and how we should live for Him now. Through the study of this book, we will learn that [1] Jesus Christ is coming again [2] Evil will be judged [3] the dead will be raised to judgment which could result to eternal life or eternal destruction.

Apostle John who was in exile on the Island of Patmos in the Aegean Sea is the human writer of revelation while Jesus Christ is the divine author.
1:2 ……… who bare record of the word. John was a witness of what he wrote. He saw the revelation and wrote what he saw. John, the author, was the only one of Jesus original 12 disciples, who was not killed for the faith. He died as an old man, the only apostle to have died peacefully. 

As Christians, we need to be fully ready to bear record or witness of the word. The testimonies of Jesus Christ are the reasons why John was exiled to the Island of Patmos [Rev. 1 v 9] and are often the reasons why Christians are still being persecuted up till today. However, there is nothing to fear about because we are on the winning side. We should walk with confidence because CHRIST, the victor walks with us.
1:3 ……… Blessed is he that readeth and heareth [Rev. 1 v 3]. In this verse, John encourage churches to read this book aloud so that everyone can hear it and apply it and be rest assured of the fact that God will triumph, AMEN.
When John says that “the time is at hand” he is urging all believers to be ready at all times for the last judgment and the establishment of God’s kingdom. As Christians, since we do not know when these events will occur, WE MUST ALWAYS BE PREPARED. They will happen quickly or suddenly and there will be no second chance to change sides [Luke 19 v 26].
1:4 John addressed Revelation the seven churches in Asia that know and trusted Jesus and had read his earlier letters [Rev. 1 v 11]. These churches which are in the Roman province of Asia, is the South Western Turkey of today. However, Revelation is for all believers.
The greeting of “grace” and “peace” is the common need of all people. Without the peace of God, we would be unsure of our salvation. The source of grace and peace is the eternal God; the God who is, who was, and who is to come. In addition to the peace of God, the Bible talks about peace between people and peace between nations. The world doesn’t have to have wars, chaos and tribulations that we are experiencing today if it can have peace between people and nations by accepting Jesus.
John also made reference in this verse to the “seven spirits” which is another name for the Holy Spirit of God [John 3 v 6; Acts 1 v 5]. The Holy Spirit occupies a place before the throne of God. He has a sevenfold nature. This nature is made up of seven virtues, which are called the seven spirits. The sevenfold nature [spirit] of the Holy Ghost are [1] the spirit of the Lord, [2] the spirit of wisdom [3] the spirit of understanding [4] the spirit of counsel [5] the spirit of might [6] the spirit of knowledge, and [7] the spirit of the fear of the lord.
1:5-6 Jesus Christ, as the faithful witness and the first begotten of the dead guarantees the Christian future resurrection through His own resurrection [1Cor. 15 v 20, 23]. Jesus is also called the ruler over the kings of the earth. 
1] Jesus as the faithful witness – was faithful in all things God gave Him to do. He was the Word Made Flesh. A faithful example of the very nature of God is Jesus.
2] Jesus as the firstborn from the Dead – Jesus was the first to die and be raised from the dead. He never died again, AMEN. Others have been raised from the dead, or death but they eventually died again.
3] Jesus as the Ruler over the kings of the Earth. This is Jesus position in the world. World rulers do not yet realize that Jesus is in charge, but He is. The day will come when He will physically reign over every power of the earth.
Believers are also reminded in this verse that [1] Jesus loves us, [2] Jesus washed us from our sins and [3] Jesus made us kings and priests unto God – the Father. Jesus loves us with an everlasting and unconditional love, a love that never fails by dying for us on the cross [Romans 5 v 8, 1John 3 v 16]. The proof of Jesus love is in the fact that he washed us or cleanses our sins through the shedding of His own blood – His crucifixion. Jesus also made us a kingdom of priests, a royal priesthood. [1Peter 2 v 9, Rev. 5 v 10]. 
The lesson inherent herein is that our Lord – Jesus had done marvelous things for us His children. The question now is: What can we do for Jesus? We can give Him glory and dominion throughout all eternity. Jesus is our king, and we are subjects in His kingdom. Because He has exalted us, let us also try our best at all times to exalt Him as well.

1:7 John announced four aspects of Jesus return, each of which alludes to another passage of the scripture [1] Jesus will come with [in] the clouds [Daniel 7 v 13], [2] Every person will see Him [Matt. 24 v 30] – i.e. Jesus second coming will not be a secret; [3] Those who pieced Him [Zech. 12 v 10], that is, those who rejected Him and wanted Him to die will repent and mourn [wail] over Him [Zech. 12 v 10] and [4] All kindred’s of the earth shall wail because of Him, that is those who rejected Him will mourn because they were so blind to the truth.
The lesson inherent unto us is that every Christian or every generation should be wise to heed the clear teaching of the gospel that Jesus is coming back again.
1:8 The Lord God self description as the Alpha and the Omega, the first and the last letters of the Greek alphabet, means He is Almighty from the beginning to the end of all creation. Jesus is the Creator of all things, and He will be the final judge of all things. He is the Lord of all.
This is a great comfort to a person in tribulation [Rev. 1 v 9]. The Lord is sovereignly guiding us all in all our ways and we have victory in Christ Jesus [1Cor. 15 v 24-28].
1:9 In Revelation 1 v 8, Jesus introduced Himself. Now, John the human writer introduces himself. He is Christian’s spiritual brother, a brother in Christ. He is also the Christian’s companion – a companion in suffering for Christ’s sake.
All Christian’s are members of God’s spiritual kingdom [the church], a Kingdom that teaches and requires patience.
This serves to remind us as believers that becoming a servant of God will not keep a Christian out of trouble. We are not going to slide through life without problems. We are in the process of winning crowns. Enduring trials that come our ways is a prerequisite for reigning with Christ. [Romans 8 v 17, 2Tim. 2 v 12]. 
1:10 John was in the spirit on the Lord’s Day. The Lord’s Day is very important in the Christian race for winning the crown. The Lord’s Day is Sunday, which is always referred to as the Sabbath day. John spiritual exaltation and the revelation of the visions was given unto him on the Lord’s Day, perhaps while he was praying, and the Holy Spirit began to take control of him. While under the influence of the Holy Spirit, John heard an unusual voice – a voice that sounded like a trumpet.
The lesson inherent here is that every Christian will surely hear the trumpet of God when they are raised from the dead. Even though, John was in prison in a faraway Patmos Island in the Mediterranean Sea, Jesus still knew where he was and visited him. The Lord will continually visit us as we resolve to walk with Him in holiness and righteousness, AMEN.
NB: Bible Study is on Wednesday’s, from 7pm-9pm. Remain blessed as you come in Jesus Name.

